Indole 1. To a suspension of potassium tert-butoxide (7.50 g, 66.8 mmol) in toluene (267 mL) at 0 °C was added (ethyl)triphenylphosphonium bromide (24.8 g, 66.8 mmol). The suspension was stirred vigorously for 10 min at 0°C and 1 h at 23 °C. The resulting red solution was cooled to 0 °C, indolyl ketone SM1 1 (5.00 g, 26.7 mmol) was added, and the solution was heated to 75 °C. After stirring for 6 h, the mixture was cooled to 0 °C, quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl/water (250 mL, 1:1), and extracted with EtOAc (2 x 250 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over Na 2 SO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting oil was purified by flash chromatography (5:1 hexanes/CH 2 Cl 2 eluent) to provide the olefin (4.31 g, 81% yield, R F = 0.67 in 4:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a clear oil.
To a solution of the olefin (4.31 g, 21.6 mmol) in THF (86.4 mL) at 0 °C was added NaH (1.73 g, 60% dispersion in mineral oil, 43.2 mmol). The heterogeneous mixture was stirred at 0 °C for 15 min and 1 h at 23 °C.
The mixture was then cooled to 0 °C, treated with iodomethane (2.02 mL, 32.4 mmol), and allowed to warm to 23°C
. After 30 min, the reaction mixture was cooled to 0 °C, quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl (100 mL), and extracted with ether (2 x 250 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over MgSO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting oil was purified by flash chromatography (9:1 hexanes/CH 2 Cl 2 eluent) to provide indole 1 (3.67 g, 80% yield, R F = 0.48 in 9:1 hexanes/EtOAc, 59:41 mixture of olefin isomers) as a clear oil. Indole 1: 1 H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl 3 ) δ 7.69 (d, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H), 7.66 (d, J = 7.1 Hz, 1H), 7.33 (app.t, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H), 7.33 (app.t, J = 7.7 Hz, 1H), 7. 31-7.25 (m, 1H), 7.31-7.25 (m, 1H), 7.20-7.13 (comp m, 1H), 7.20-7 .13 (comp m, 1H), 6.90 (s, 1H), 6.88 (s, 1H), 5.37 (app.q, J = 6.6 Hz, 1H), 5.33 (app.q, J = 6.6 Hz, 1H), 3.78 (s, 3H), 3.77 (s, 3H), 2.90 (t, J = 8.8 Hz, 2H), 2.88 (t, J = 8.5 Hz, 2H), 2.52-2.42 (comp m, 2H), 2.52-2.42 (comp m, 2H), 1.84 (s, 3H), 1.77 (s, 3H), 1.67 (d, J = 6.6 Hz, 3H), 1.63 (d, J = 6.6 Hz, 3H) ; 13 C NMR (125 MHz, CDCl 3 ) δ 137. 2, 136.3, 136.2, 128.1, 126.1, 121.6, 119.5, 119.2, 118.7, 115.6, 109.3, 40.7, 32.8, 32.7, 24.2, 23.6, 16.0, 13.6, 13.5; IR (film) 
SM2
Indole SM2. Indium-catalyzed conjugate additions of indoles were done according to the procedure of Yadav et al. 1 To a solution of indole (1.61 g, 13.7 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (27.4 mL) at 23 °C was added ethyl vinyl ketone (1.36 mL, 13.7 mmol) and InCl 3 (303 mg, 1.37 mmol). The reaction mixture was stirred at 23 °C for 4 h, quenched with water (50 mL), and extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 (2 x 75 mL). The organic layers were combined, dried over Na 2 SO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting solid was purified by flash chromatography (2:1 to 4:1 CH 2 Cl 2 /hexanes eluent) to provide the ketone (2.25 g, 82% yield, R F = 0.38 in CH 2 Cl 2 ) as a white solid. To a suspension of potassium tert-butoxide (1.39 g, 12. 4 mmol) in toluene (49.7 mL) at 0 °C was added (ethyl)triphenylphosphonium bromide (4.60 g, 12.4 mmol). The suspension was stirred vigorously for 10 min at 0°C
and 1 h at 23 °C. The resulting red solution was cooled to 0 °C, the ketone (1.00 g, 4.97 mmol) was added, and the solution was heated to 75 °C. After stirring for 6 h, the mixture was cooled to 0 °C, quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl/water (50 mL, 1:1), and extracted with EtOAc (3 x 100 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over Na 2 SO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting oil was purified by flash chromatography (5:1 hexanes/CH 2 Cl 2 eluent) to provide the olefin (990 mg, 93% yield, R F = 0.32 in 9:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a clear oil.
To a solution of the olefin (990 mg, 4.64 mmol) in THF (18.6 mL) at 0 °C was added NaH (297 mg, 60% dispersion in mineral oil, 7.42 mmol). The heterogeneous mixture was stirred at 0 °C for 15 min and 1 h at 23 °C.
The mixture was then cooled to 0 °C, treated with iodomethane (375 µl, 6.03 mmol), and allowed to warm to 23 °C.
After 30 min, the reaction mixture was cooled to 0 °C, quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl (50 mL), and extracted with ether (2 x 50 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over MgSO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting oil was purified by flash chromatography 121.6, 119.2, 118.7, 118.1, 117.8, 115.7, 109.3, 37.7, 32.7, 31.3, 30.0, 24.4, 24.1, 23.2, 13.4, 13 
SM4
Indole SM4. To a solution of acrolein (4.62 mL, 70.5 mmol) in 85:15 CH 2 Cl 2 /i-PrOH (47 mL) at 23 °C was added N-methylaniline (179 µl, 1.65 mmol) and trifluoroacetic acid (127 µl, 1.65 mmol). The resulting solution was cooled to 0 °C, and N-methylindole (3.00 mL, 23.5 mmol) was added dropwise. The reaction was stirred at 0°C for 4 h, then filtered through a pad of silica gel (5 x 6 cm, Et 2 O eluent), and the filtrate was concentrated in vacuo. Purification by flash chromatography (6:1 hexanes/EtOAc eluent) provided aldehyde (3.54 g, 80% yield, R F = 0.34 in 4:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a yellow oil.
The epoxide was synthesized according to a modified procedure of Cainelli et al. 2 To a solution of the aldehyde (500 µl, 2.91 mmol) and diiodomethane (422 µl, 5.24 mmol) in THF (11.6 mL) at -78 °C was added methyllithium (3.28 mL, 1.6 M in Et 2 O, 5.24 mmol) dropwise over 3 min. The reaction was stirred for 30 min at -78 °C and 2 h at 23 °C. It was then cooled to 0 °C and quenched by slow addition of saturated NH 4 Cl (40 mL).
Et 2 O (50 mL) was added, the phases separated, and the aqueous layer extracted with Et 2 O (2 x 50 mL). The combined organic layers were dried over MgSO 4 and concentrated in vacuo. Purification by flash chromatography (5:1 hexanes/EtOAc eluent) afforded epoxide SM3 (314 mg, 54% yield, R F = 0.54 in 2:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a yellow oil.
To a solution of benzyl alcohol (475 µl, 4.59 mmol) in DMF (8.5 mL) at 0 °C was added NaH (184 mg, 60% dispersion in mineral oil, 4.59 mmol). The solution was stirred at 0 °C for 10 min and 23 °C for 1 h. The resulting solution of sodium benzyloxide was added to a solution of epoxide SM3 (308 mg, 1.53 mmol) in DMF (2.13 mL) at 0 °C. The reaction mixture was then heated to 80 °C and stirred 3 h. The reaction was cooled to 0 °C and quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl (50 mL). Et 2 O (75 mL) was added, the phases separated, and the aqueous layer extracted with Et 2 O (3 x 50 mL). The combined organic phases were dried over MgSO 4 and concentrated to an oil. Purification by flash chromatography (1:1 hexanes/Et 2 O eluent) afforded alcohol (304 mg, 64% yield, R F = 0.30 in 2:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a yellow oil.
To a solution of the alcohol (304 mg, 0.981 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (1.96 mL) at 23 °C was added 4Å molecular sieves (491 mg, 500 mg/mmol substrate), then NMO (172 mg, 1.47 mmol). The suspension was stirred for 15 min, at which point TPAP (17.2 mg, 0.0491 mmol) was added. After stirring 15 min, the reaction mixture was filtered through a pad of silica gel (2 x 7 cm, CH 2 Cl 2 eluent), and the filtrate was concentrated to an oil. Purification by flash chromatography (4:1 hexanes/EtOAc eluent) afforded α-benzyloxyketone (265 mg, 86% yield, R F = 0.50 in 2:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a clear oil.
To a suspension of potassium tert-butoxide (230 mg, 2.05 mmol) in toluene (8 mL) at 0 °C was added (ethyl)triphenylphosphonium bromide (761 mg, 2.05 mmol). The suspension was stirred vigorously for 10 min at 0 °C and 1 h at 23 °C. The resulting red solution was cooled to 0 °C, the ketone (294 mg, 0.956 mmol) in toluene (1.56 mL) was added, and the solution was heated to 75 °C. After stirring for 6 h, the mixture was cooled to 0 °C, quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl/water (30 mL, 1:1), and extracted with EtOAc (3 x 50 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over Na 2 SO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting oil was purified by flash chromatography (2:1 hexanes/CH 2 Cl 2 eluent) to provide indole SM4 (243 mg, 80% yield, R F = 0.48 in 4:1 hexanes/EtOAc, 88:12 mixture of olefin isomers) as a clear oil. Indole SM4: (Major isomer only) 1 9, 137.2, 136.9, 128.6, 128.1, 128.0, 127.7, 126.2, 124.1, 121.6, 119.3, 118.7, 115.4, 109.3, 72.2, 67.2, 36.5, 32.7, 24.3, 13.6 6, 136.0, 135.9, 127.7, 126.8, 120.1, 120.0, 119.7, 119.4, 118.9, 115.8, 109.3, 40.6, 32.8, 32.6, 24.0, 23.6, 23.5, 16.0, 13.6, 13.5; IR (film) To a suspension of potassium tert-butoxide (328 mg, 2.92 mmol) in toluene (14.6 mL) at 0 °C was added (ethyl)triphenylphosphonium bromide (1.08 g, 2.92 mmol). The suspension was stirred vigorously for 10 min at 0°C and 1 h at 23 °C. The resulting red solution was cooled to 0 °C, the ketone (450 mg, 1.46 mmol) was added, and the solution was heated to 75 °C. After stirring for 4 h, the mixture was cooled to 0 °C, quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl/water (50 mL, 1:1), and extracted with EtOAc (3 x 75 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over Na 2 SO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting oil was purified by flash chromatography 1, 136.3, 136.2, 132.9, 128.7, 128.4, 127.9, 127.8, 126.8, 119.5, 118.7, 115.1, 112.5, 110.0, 103.2, 103.1, 71.4, 40.6, 32.9, 32.6, 24.2, 23.7, 16.0, 13.6, 13.5; IR (film) Indole SM9. To a suspension of potassium tert-butoxide (1.63 g, 14.5 mmol) in toluene (53.7 mL) at 0 °C was added (hexyl)triphenylphosphonium bromide (6.20 g, 14.5 mmol). The suspension was stirred vigorously for 10 min at 0 °C and 1 h at 23 °C. The resulting red solution was cooled to 0 °C, indolyl ketone SM8 4 (1.08 g, 5.37 mmol) was added, and the solution was heated to 75 °C. After stirring for 6 h, the mixture was cooled to 0 °C, quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl/water (50 mL, 1:1), and extracted with EtOAc (3 x 75 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over Na 2 SO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. 125.3, 121.6, 119.2, 118.7, 115.5, 109.3, 40.7, 33.1, 32.7, 31.8, 30.0, 29.8, 28.1, 24.2, 24.0, 23.7, 22.9, 16.3, 14.3 Indole SM10. To a suspension of potassium tert-butoxide (7.50 g, 66.8 mmol) in toluene (267 mL) at 0 °C was added (ethyl)triphenylphosphonium bromide (24.8 g, 66.8 mmol). The suspension was stirred vigorously for 10 min at 0 °C and 1 h at 23 °C. The resulting red solution was cooled to 0 °C, indolyl ketone SM1 1 (5.00 g, 26.7 mmol) was added, and the solution was heated to 75 °C. After stirring for 6 h, the mixture was cooled to 0 °C, quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl/water (250 mL, 1:1), and extracted with EtOAc (2 x 250 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over Na 2 SO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting oil was purified by flash chromatography (5:1 hexanes/CH 2 Cl 2 eluent) to provide the olefin (4.31 g, 81% yield, R F = 0.67 in 4:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a clear oil.
To a solution of the olefin (982 mg, 4.93 mmol) in THF (19.7 mL) at 0 °C was added NaH (394 mg, 60% dispersion in mineral oil, 9.86 mmol). The heterogeneous mixture was stirred at 0 °C for 15 min and 1 h at 23 °C.
The mixture was then cooled to 0 °C, treated with benzyl bromide (880 µl, 7.40 mmol), and allowed to warm to 23°C
. After 4 h, the reaction mixture was cooled to 0 °C, quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl (100 mL), and extracted with ether (2 x 250 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over MgSO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting oil was purified by flash chromatography (9:1 hexanes/CH 2 Cl 2 eluent) to provide benzyl indole SM10 (872 mg, 61% yield, R F = 0.42 in 9:1 hexanes/EtOAc, 57:43 mixture of olefin isomers) as a clear oil. 1, 136.9, 136.2, 136.0, 128.9, 128.4, 127.7, 127.0, 125.5, 121.8, 119.5, 119.3, 119.0, 116.2, 109.8, 50.0, 40.5, 32.6, 24.2, 23.6, 16.0, 13.6, 13. Aldehyde alkylation was accomplished using dimethylhydrazone chemistry according to the procedure of Corey and Enders. 5 To a solution of the aldehyde (2.00 mL, 11.6 mmol) in THF (58 mL) at 0 °C was added 1,1-dimethylhydrazine (973 µl, 12.8 mmol) dropwise. The resulting solution was stirred at 0 °C for 30 min, then allowed to 23 °C and stirred overnight (12 h). The solution was concentrated to an oil, which was purified by flash chromatography (3:1 hexanes/EtOAc eluent) to provide hydrazone SM11 (1.84 g, 69% yield, R F = 0.41 in 1:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a yellow oil.
To a solution of LDA (26.0 mmol) in THF (13.7 mL) at -78 °C was added the hydrazone (5.43 g, 23.7 mmol) in THF (10 mL) dropwise via cannula. The reaction mixture was alllowed to warm to 0 °C and stirred 2.5 h. The mixture was then cooled to -78 °C, and methyl iodide (2.30 mL, 37.0 mmol) was added. After 1 h, the reaction was quenched by quick addition of saturated NH 4 Cl (75 mL) and Et 2 O (75 mL). The mixture was allowed to warm to 23 °C, the phases were separated, and the aqueous phase extracted with Et 2 O (2 x 75 mL). The organic layers were combined, dried over MgSO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. Purification by flash chromatography (4:1 hexanes/EtOAc eluent) afforded α-methylhydrazone (3.64 g, 63% yield, R F = 0.52 in 1:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a yellow oil.
The dimethylhydrazone was converted to the aldehyde by the procedure outlined by Yamashita et al. 6 To a solution of copper(II) chloride dihydrate (2.81 g, 16.5 mmol) in water (150 mL) at 23 °C was added the α-methylhydrazone (3.64 g, 15.0 mmol) in THF (224 mL). The reaction was stirred vigorously for 16 h, then quenched with 3.0 M NH 4 OH. EtOAc (200 mL) was added, the phases were separated, and the aqueous layer was extracted with EtOAc (1 x 150 mL). The combined organic phases were washed with brine, dried over MgSO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. Purification by flash chromatography (2:1 to 1:1 hexanes/EtOAc eluent) afforded aldehyde SM12 (1.85 g, 61% yield, R F = 0.67 in 2:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a clear oil.
To a solution of SM12 (1.85 g, 9. 19 mmol) in THF (18.4 mL) at 0 °C was added methylmagnesium bromide (3.67 mL, 3.0 M in Et 2 O, 11.0 mmol) dropwise over 5 min. The reaction was stirred for 30 min, and then quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl (30 mL). The reaction mixture was partitioned between Et 2 O (100 mL) and water (75 mL), and the aqueous phase was extracted with Et 2 O (2 x 75 mL). The combined organic layers were washed with brine, dried over MgSO 4 , and concentrated to an oil. Purification by flash chromatography (4:1 hexanes/EtOAc eluent) afforded alcohol (1.50 g, 75% yield, R F = 0.36 in 2:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a colorless oil.
To a solution of the alcohol (593 mg, 2.73 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (5.46 mL) at 23 °C was added 4Å molecular sieves (1.36 g, 500 mg/mmol substrate), then NMO (479 mg, 4.09 mmol). The suspension was stirred for 15 min, at which point TPAP (47.8 mg, 0.136 mmol) was added. After stirring 15 min, the reaction mixture was filtered through a pad of silica gel (3 x 7 cm, CH 2 Cl 2 eluent), and the filtrate was concentrated to an oil. The resulting ketone (374 mg) was used without further purification (R F = 0.59 in 2:1 hexanes/EtOAc).
To a suspension of potassium tert-butoxide (526 mg, 4.69 mmol) in toluene (12.4 mL) at 0 °C was added (ethyl)triphenylphosphonium bromide (1.74 g, 4.69 mmol). The suspension was stirred vigorously for 10 min at 0°C and 1 h at 23 °C. The resulting red solution was cooled to 0 °C, ketone (from above) in toluene (5.00 mL) was added, and the solution was heated to 75 °C. After stirring for 6 h, the mixture was cooled to 0 °C, quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl/water (50 mL, 1:1), and extracted with EtOAc (3 x 75 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over Na 2 SO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting oil (indole contaminated with PPh 3 ) was dissolved in THF (10 mL), and to the solution was added methyl iodide (292 µl, 4.69 mmol). After stirring 2 h, the mixture was filtered through a pad of celite (2 x 7 cm, Et 2 O eluent), and the filtrate was concentrated to an oil. This oil was purified by flash chromatography (9:1 hexanes/CH 2 Cl 2 eluent) to provide indole SM13 (290 mg, 47% yield over 2 steps, R F = 0.61 in 9:1 hexanes/EtOAc, 73:27 mixture of olefin isomers) as a clear oil. To a solution of the aldehyde (2.00 mL, 11.6 mmol) in 1:1 CH 2 Cl 2 /MeOH (11.6 mL) at 0 °C was added NaBH 4 (526 mg, 13.9 mmol) in four portions over 10 minutes. The resulting solution was quenched at 0 °C with 1.0 M HCl and extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 (3 x 50 mL). The combined organic layers were dried over Na 2 SO 4 and concentrated to an oil, which was used immediately without further purification (R F = 0.28 in 2:1 hexanes/EtOAc).
The oil was dissolved in CH 2 Cl 2 (58 mL), cooled to 0 °C, and treated with tosyl chloride (3.32 g, 17.4 mmol), triethylamine (3.23 mL, 23.2 mmol), and DMAP (142 mg, 1.16 mmol) sequentially. The solution was allowed to warm to 23 °C and stirred 10 h. The mixture was cooled to 0 °C and quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl (75 mL). The layers were separated, and the aqueous phase was extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 (2 x 75 mL). The organic phases were combined, dried over Na 2 SO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. Purification by flash chromatography To a solution of indole (116 mg, 0.582 mmol) in THF (2.33 mL) at 0 °C was added NaH (46.4 mg, 60% dispersion in mineral oil, 1.16 mmol). The heterogeneous mixture was stirred at 0 °C for 15 min and 1 h at 23 °C.
The mixture was then cooled to 0 °C and treated with dimethyl sulfate (83.1 µl, 0.873 mmol). After 30 min, the reaction mixture was quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl (20 mL) and extracted with ether (2 x 30 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over MgSO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting solid was purified by flash chromatography (15:1 hexanes/Et 2 O eluent) to provide indole SM20 (106 mg, 85% yield, R F = 0.50 in 9:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a clear oil. , Hexan e/T HF , -78 °C
SM18 SM22

SM21
Indole SM22. To a solution of trimethylsilylaniline SM18 (408 µl, 2.09 mmol) in hexane (18.7 mL) at 0 °C was added n-butyllithium (2.00 mL, 2.3 M solution in hexane, 4.60 mmol) dropwise. The orange solution was heated to 85 °C and stirred for 6 h. The resulting heterogeneous mixture was cooled to -78 °C and treated with ester SM21 10 (412 mg, 2.45 mmol) in THF (24.5 mL) quickly. The solution was allowed to warm to 23 °C, stirred 1 h, and quenched with brine. The layers were separated, and the aqueous phase was extracted with 2 x 100 mL Et 2 O, 2 x 100 mL EtOAc, and 100 mL Et 2 O. The combined organic layers were dried over MgSO 4 and concentrated in vacuo. Purification by flash chromatography (2 columns: 4:1 hexanes/CH 2 Cl 2 eluent, then 9:1 hexanes/Et 2 O eluent) provided indole (172 mg, 39% yield, R F = 0.56 in 4:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a white solid.
To a solution of indole (139 mg, 0.658 mmol) in THF (2.63 mL) at 0 °C was added NaH (52.8 mg, 60% dispersion in mineral oil, 1.32 mmol). The heterogeneous mixture was stirred at 0 °C for 15 min and 1 h at 23 °C.
The mixture was then cooled to 0 °C and treated with dimethyl sulfate (94.0 µl, 0.987 mmol). After 30 min, the reaction mixture was quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl (20 mL) and extracted with ether (2 x 30 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over MgSO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting solid was purified by flash chromatography (6:1 hexanes/CH 2 Cl 2 eluent) to provide indole SM22 (127 mg, 86% yield, R F = 0.57 in 4:1 hexanes/EtOAc) as a white solid. 9, 141.4, 137.5, 128.1, 124.3, 120.7, 120.0, 119.4, 108.9, 98.8, 35.5, 32.7, 30.5, 29.6, 25.6, 23.7; IR (film) 4, 132.5, 129.0, 125.6, 122.1, 121.5, 119.2, 118.6, 110.3, 109.2, 44.5, 32.8, 23.8, 13.4, 9.8; IR (film) 1, 128.5, 128.2, 127.7, 127.6, 127.2, 126.1, 121.6, 119.2, 118.7, 115.5, 109.3, 73.8, 73.3, 41.2, 38.6, 32.7, 32.5, 27.7, 25.5, 23.9, 21.0 To a solution of the annulated indole (17.9 mg, 0.0907 mmol) in THF (364 µl) at 0 °C was added NaH (7.2 mg, 60% dispersion in mineral oil, 0.181 mmol). The heterogeneous mixture was stirred at 0 °C for 15 min and 1 h at 23 °C. The mixture was then cooled to 0 °C, treated with iodomethane (8.5 µl, 0.136 mmol), and allowed to 23 °C. After 15 min, the reaction mixture was cooled to 0 °C, quenched with saturated NH 4 Cl (15 mL), and extracted with ether (2 x 20 mL). The organic layers were combined, washed with brine, dried over MgSO 4 , and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting oil was purified by flash chromatography (9:1 hexanes/CH 2 Cl 2 eluent) to provide the indole 2 (5.6 mg, 29% yield, R F = 0.48 in 4:1 hexanes/CH 2 Cl 2 ) as a clear oil. This compound was identical to the product of Table 3 , entry 1 in all respects.
